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rural school, later teaching scliool near Neola, in Pottawattamie
county; graduated from the law school of the University of Iowa
in 1882; married on November 21, 1883, to Agnes Mary Fenlon,
at Neola, Iowa; entered practice of law at Neola as a member of
the firm of McWilliams & Shea; elected and served for a time as
clerk of the district court and moved to Council Bluffs; resigned
as clerk January 1, 1889, again entering the practice of law with
John M. Galvin, the partnership continuing until 1904 when he
removed to Independence, Kansas; the next year established
his residence at Bartlesville,. then Indian Territory, afterwards
Washington county, Oklahoma, and took up the practice of
his profession; an active participant in the transition from the
territorial to the state form of government; appointed judge of the
twenty-fourth judicial district by Gov. Chas. N. Haskell; upon
leaving the bench resumed practice of law in partnership with
Burdette Blue; thereafter moved to Tulsa in partnership with his
son, Thomas Fenlon Shea, after his discharge from the armed
services of the U. S., and continued the practice of law until his
death, his wife having preceded him by only about one year.
FRED L. WILKINS, public official, soldier and farmer, died at
his home in Boone, Iowa, October 28, 1946; bom at Ogden, Boone
county, Iowa, March 10, 1894; educated in the Ogden schools; a
member of the Iowa National Guard in 1917, and served overseas
for the duration in World War I; married to Edna Helphrey at
Ogden in 1923; upon return from overseas engaged in farming
until 1931, when appointed deputy sheriff of Boone county, and
served in that capacity until elected sheriff of that county in
1934 ; resigned as sheriff to become acting Commissioner of Public
Safety of Iowa July 15, 1945; although he continued as head of that
department for more than a year, he had been acting commissioner'
until a few months previous to his death, as Karl W. Fischer of
Vinton, who became commissioner of the new state department
when it was formed in 1939, held the post until he was given leave
of absence in May 1943, to enter the U. S. army as major, and
when he returned to Iowa from Army duty, resigned as commis-
sioner to return to private law practice, and Wilkins then dropped
the "acting" from his title; served as president of the Iowa Sher-
iff's association, in 1940 ; was a member also of the Police Chief's
association of Iowa, the Iowa Policeman's association, the Boone
Elks, the Arthur D. Lantz Post No. 56, American Legion, Francis
Steele Post No. 817 Veterans of Foreign Wars, and the 40 & 8
Voiture in Boone; is survived by his widow and one son, Gareth,
a veteran of World War II. ' ,

